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TRAVEL

Welcome to our exciting November 2024 edition. 
November has two very popular and important
events that we highlight; the African Sourcing and 
Fashion Week (ASFW), which this year, with
its 10-year milestone, promises to be one of a kind, full 
of surprises, and bursting with opportunities
for business growth, creative collaboration, and global 
partnerships; and the annual Diplomatic Charity 
Bazaar which is also held in November, uniting local 
and international communities to raise funds for 
charitable activities in Ethiopia. 

A looted ancient Ethiopian shield is being repatriated 
thanks to Prince Ermias and the Royal Ethiopian Trust 
(RET) a non-profit organization that preserves and 
promotes Ethiopian culture and education. 

Our book review highlights the perils of human 
trafficking as author Elsabet Ademe documents her 
compelling journey to the West in her book Behind 
Sunrise.

Have a good month and see you in December.
Team What’s Out





CELEBRATING 
A DECADE OF  
INNOVATION 
AND 
EXCELLENCE:  
ASFW’S 10TH 
ANNIVERSARY!
A Hub for the Global Fashion Industry

With over 7,000 visitors expected this year, ASFW 
continues to be the best 
platform for fostering 
global connections and 
business partnerships. 
This year distinguished 
industry professionals will 
convene in Addis Ababa 
to explore the new trends 
and innovative solutions 
shaping the future of 
fashion in Africa.

As we celebrate 10 years of success, we also set 
our sights on the future. Expect to see 
cutting-edge collections, sustainable innovations, 
and business growth opportunities that will 
position African fashion at the forefront of 
the global industry.

Meet Global Luxury Fashion Brands at 
ASFW 2024

This year’s ASFW is not just about celebrating the 
past – it’s about creating new opportunities for 
the future. Exhibitors will have a unique chance 
to connect directly with some of the world’s most 
renowned luxury fashion brands through expertly 
curated B2B meetings. This includes buyers from 
major global names like PrettyLittleThing, Stella 
McCartney, Boohoo, El Corte Inglés, and more, 
who will be attending the event in search of fresh 
collaborations and sourcing opportunities.N
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For manufacturers, textile innovators, and 
designers, ASFW 2024 offers the 
perfect platform

 The Elegance Fashion Show

The Elegance Fashion Show has always been 
one of the standout highlights of ASFW, and this 
year promises to be no different. Prepare to be 
captivated as Africa‘s top designers take to the 
runway, showcasing collections that effortlessly 
blend African heritage with contemporary design.

With an emphasis on creativity and craftsmanship, 
the designers at the Elegance Fashion Show will 
challenge the boundaries of fashion, bringing forth 
designs that speak to both cultural roots and the 
modern global trends.

RLSD Africa Talent Leather Design 
Showcase 

For lovers of all things leather, November 10th is 
a date to mark in your calendars. Hosted at the 
Skylight Hotel, the RLSD Africa Talent Leather 

Design Showcase will 
present a visionary 
collection of leather-based 
designs under the theme, 
“Redefining Fashion’s 
Footprint with Leather.”

This highlights leather’s 
role as a sustainable 
alternative to traditional 
fast fashion, promoting 
durability, intentionality, 
and eco-conscious design. 
Through this showcase, 
Africa‘s most talented 
designers will demonstrate 
how leather can take the 
lead in addressing the 
environmental crisis posed 
by fast fashion, proving 

that leather can be a material of the future, not 
just the past.

Why You Can’t Miss ASFW 2024

This year’s event, with its 10-year milestone, 
promises to be one of a kind, full of surprises, and 
bursting with opportunities for business growth, 
creative collaboration, and global partnerships. 
Whether you’re looking to expand your network, 
showcase your innovations, or simply enjoy the 
incredible artistry on display, ASFW 2024 has 
something for everyone.

We can’t wait to welcome you to this exciting 
chapter in the ASFW journey and celebrate 10 
years of excellence together!

Register for your free badge!
www.asfw-online.com
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HISTORICAL 
AND ANCIENT 
SHIELD 
RETURNED TO 
ETHIOPIA

7



A 
looted ancient 
Ethiopian 
shield is finally 
returning home 
after being 
purchased by 
His Imperial 
Highness Prince 

Ermias, a grandson of Emperor 
Haile-Selassie I. He successfully 
negotiated the repatriation of the 
19th-century ornamented shield 
stolen by British troops following 
the Battle of Magdala. The shield 
then disappeared into a private 
collection and was due to be put 
up for sale by a UK auction house. 

Prince Ermias established the 
Royal Ethiopian Trust (RET) 
– a non-profit organization 
– to preserve and promote 
the cultural, educational, and 
economic well-being of all 
Ethiopian people.  “This shield is 
not just a historical artifact; it is a 
symbol of Ethiopia’s history and 
resilience,” said Prince Ermias. 

The shield, one of numerous 
artifacts seized by British troops 
following the battle of Magdala 
in 1868, holds immense cultural 
value. To secure the return of 
the shield, the RET collaborated 
with Alula Pankhurst, renowned 
British scholar with expertise in 
Ethiopian history. 

“It has been an honor to work 
with Prince Ermias and the 
Royal Ethiopian Trust to return 
this significant piece of history 
to its people,” Alula stated. “Our 
families have long been dedicated 
to safeguarding Ethiopia’s 
heritage, and ensuring that this 
shield returns to the Ethiopian 
people is a proud continuation of 
that legacy.”

Before it comes home, the shield 
will travel to Ohio, where it will be 
on display at the Toledo Museum 
of Art, from October 4th to 27th, 
concurrently with the “Ethiopia at 
a Crossroads” exhibit.  

The Magdala Shield will make its 
final journey home in November 
and will be housed in the National 
Museum of Ethiopia, where it will 
be on display for the Ethiopian 
people and visitors from around 
the world.

Source: www.voice-online.co.uk/
news/world-news/2024/
www.royalethiopiantrust.org/
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HARAR: 
THE CITY OF 
SAINTS

Situated in the eastern highlands of Ethiopia, Harar 
is a vibrant town woven from ancient history, colorful 
alleyways, and the warm smiles of its locals. Known 
as the "City of Saints," “Madinat ul Awlia”, Harar 
boasts a rich Islamic heritage, having been a center 
of trade and culture for centuries. Its fortified walls, 
built in the 16th century, enclose a network of narrow 
streets, each echoing stories of a vibrant past.

9



As you wander through Harar’s alley ways, you'll 
be captivated by the variety of colors that adorn 
the buildings. The town is a gift for the eyes, with 
artistically painted doors and vibrant markets 
filled with spices, textiles, and handmade crafts. 
Engage with the locals, whose hospitality is as 
rich as the city’s history. Their stories breathe 
life into the ancient stones, offering a glimpse 
into the traditions that have shaped this 
unique place.

A visit to Harar wouldn’t be complete without 
experiencing the thrilling hyena feeding ritual. 
As night falls, locals gather to feed these 
majestic creatures, an age-old tradition that 
highlights the unique bond between the people 
and their environment. This thrilling encounter 
is an unforgettable way to connect with the 
spirit of Harar.

In Harar, history and culture come together, 
creating an exciting destination that invites 
exploration. Whether you're walking through 
its historic streets or engaging in local traditions, 
Harar promises an experience that you will 
remember long after you leave. Come and 
discover the magic of this ancient city, where 
every corner tells a story and every moment is 
filled with wonder.

Text and photos by Michael Metaferia
Instagram: @michael.metaferia
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RECIPE 

CREAMY 
CHICKEN 
PESTO PASTA
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Ingredients

350g Penne Rigate
300ml light cream
1½ cups basil pesto
3 green onions, sliced
1½ cups skinless, shredded roast chicken
½ cup drained sun-dried tomatoes, 
thinly sliced

To Serve
1/3 cup finely grated parmesan cheese
Thinly sliced green onions
Crusty bread 
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Method

Step 1
Cook pasta in a saucepan of boiling, salted 
water, following packet directions, until 
tender. Drain, reserving 1/4 cup liquid.

Step 2
Return pasta to the pan over medium-low 
heat. Add reserved liquid, cream,
pesto, onion, chicken and tomato. Stir to 
combine. Cook, stirring for
1 to 2 minutes or until heated through.

Step 3
Divide between bowls. Top with parmesan 
and onion. Serve with bread.
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A CELEBRATION OF AUTHENTIC 
ITALIAN FLAVORS!

This December, food lovers in Addis Ababa will 
have the chance to indulge in an unforgettable 
culinary experience as Pasta Festa kicks off at the 
Millennium Compound on December 7, 2024, as 
the Grand Finale of the Italian Cuisine Month.

Pasta Festa will bring together some of the finest 
Italian restaurants, chefs, and vendors in Addis 
Ababa to showcase the richness of Italian cuisine. 
This celebration promises to transport guests 
straight to the heart of Italy, offering an authentic 
taste of its culinary heritage all under one roof.

In addition to the savory dishes, Italian food 
product vendors will be showcasing everything 
from premium olive oils and cheeses to artisanal 
kinds of pasta and sauces, allowing visitors to 
take home a piece of Italy with them. For those 
passionate about cooking, this will be a great 
opportunity to discover new ingredients and try 
authentic products that will elevate their Italian 
cooking experience at home.

The Pasta Festa is also the perfect opportunity 
for families, friends, and food lovers to gather and 
enjoy a day dedicated to celebrating food, culture, 
and the joy of eating together. 

Buon Appetito! 

PASTA FESTA! HIGHLIGHTS 
LIVE COOKING DEMONSTRATIONS: Chefs will 
share the secret techniques and traditions behind 
some of Italy’s most beloved dishes.
INTERACTIVE FOOD STATIONS: Guests can 
create their dishes under the guidance of 
expert chefs.

PASTA FESTA! DETAILS
Date: December 7, 2024
Venue: Millennium Compound
Vendor Registration Deadline: November 20, 
2024
(First come, first served)
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BUSINESS

ETHIOPIAN 
FAMILY 
BUSINESS 
FORUM: 
INAUGURAL 
CONFERENCE 
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The Ethiopian Family Business Forum's inaugural 
conference, organized by HST Consulting in 
partnership with the Addis Ababa Chamber of 
Commerce and Sectoral Associations, took place 
in September 2024. 

This event brought together leaders from 
prominent family-owned businesses across 
Ethiopia to address the unique challenges and 
opportunities these enterprises face in the 
country’s evolving economic landscape. 

Family-owned businesses are a critical pillar of 
Ethiopia’s economy, contributing significantly 
to job creation and economic development. 
However, they often face critical challenges 
related to governance, succession planning, and 
maintaining family unity across generations. 

This conference provided insights and strategies 
through keynote presentations, expert panels, 
and breakout sessions, offering practical tools 
and best practices for long-term success. 

Centered around the theme “Passing the 
Torch: Sustaining Success in Ethiopian Family 
Businesses,” the event explored how family 
businesses can successfully transition leadership, 
maintain family unity, and thrive for future 
generations.  

The Conference featured keynote addresses 
offering perspectives on succession planning 
in family businesses and governance. Sessions 
covered topics such as governance, family 
council, finance and wealth management, family 
employment, and talent development, equipping 
business leaders with actionable strategies for 
succession and sustainability.

A highlight was the release of the Ethiopian 
Family Business Survey, conducted with 48 
Ethiopian family businesses. This survey provided 
key insights into succession, talent management, 
strategy, and governance—areas vital to the 
long-term success of family businesses. 

A major milestone of the Conference was the 
introduction of the Ethiopian Family Business 
Forum Advisory Council, composed of prominent 
family business leaders. 

The Ethiopian Family Business Forum is 
dedicated to fostering a supportive community 
where family businesses can connect, share 
knowledge, and ensure their success for 
generations to come.

https://www.hst-et.com/insights/efbf-forum
Tel: +251 115 52 76 66/67
info@hst-et.com

PASSING THE TORCH: SUSTAINING 
SUCCESS IN ETHIOPIAN FAMILY 
BUSINESSES 
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GUMMA FILM 
AWARDS 10TH 
ANNIVERSARY    

FILM
N

O
V

E
M

B
E

R
  2

0
2

4

The word GUMMA 
is an Oromiffa 
word that has an 
equivalent meaning 
to the English word 
‘compensation’, 
with the idea of 
acknowledgment 
for the best skill 
and effort in the 
Ethiopian film 
industry. 
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The Gumma Film Awards is an Ethiopian domestic 
film award that has been held in Addis Ababa 
annually since 2014. It was founded by film 
director Yonas Berhene Mewa to establish a 
platform for Ethiopian film industry professionals 
to work together to create a film industry that 
promotes Ethiopian culture, values and Ethiopian 
stories.  In addition, the vision of the Gumma 
Awards is to bring the Ethiopian film industry up to 
a world-standard cinema industry.

Over the last ten years, the Gumma Film Awards 
have become a premium event to reward 
acclaimed domestic Ethiopian films, presenting 
outstanding individuals and collective efforts in 
the industry over 29 categories, as determined by 
industry professionals.

As an enchanting, glamorous and exciting event 
for the entertainment industry, the annual Gumma 
Film Awards are broadcast by several television 
stations every year for the millions of eager 
Ethiopian movie lovers to tune in and watch the 
award ceremony. 

The word GUMMA is an Oromiffa word that 
has an equivalent meaning to the English word 
‘compensation’, with the idea of acknowledgment 
for the best skill and effort in the Ethiopian 
film industry. 

To mark the Tenth Anniversary of the 
GUMMA Awards this year, serious movies and 
documentaries were part of the competition. Dr. 
Birhanu Shibru also said a few words about the 
Lifetime, Hermela and Humanitarian Awards as 
part of the program that was held at the Sheraton 
Addis on Friday, 18 October 2024. 
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ETHIOPIAN SAYINGS

ETHIOSTAR TRANSLATION AND LOCALIZATION PLC
Skill and Attention to Detail ensure Quality and 
Accuracy!

	» A team of professional experts 
	» ISO-certified for document translations, 

localization, and interpretation projects. 
	» 3 Years of experience.
	» Pick-Up and Delivery Service: Anywhere, any time 

to your deadline.

+251944062513 |+251711401040
contact@ethiostarlocalization.com
www.ethiostarlocalization.com





Recognized at home and abroad as a premiere 
painter, Bisrat has secured numerous solo and 
group exhibitions in Ethiopia, China, France and 
the prestigious University of Florida Harn Museum 
of Arts, with work also in the USA Art in Embassies 
Collection and with many leading Ethiopian 
art collectors. 

Bisrat is soft-spoken and called a ‘consummate 
artist’ for her work ethos. Born in Addis Ababa in 
1965, she is a 1983 graduate of the Addis Ababa 
University Ale School of Fine Arts and Design 
(AAUASFAD) with a Master’s Degree from St. 
Petersburg Academy of Arts, Russia, 1992. 

BISRAT 
SHIBABAW: 
CONSUMMATE 
ARTIST    
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Solo Exhibition: 1 – 3 November 2024 
@ Moa Anbessa Art Studio Gallery, 
Kazanchis
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Currently an instructor at her Alma Mater 
(AAUASFAD), Bisrat is impacting generations 
of visual artists. Simultaneously she is creating 
intriguing visually verbose paintings and 
collages in her flora-filled studio, nestled in 
an Addis alcove. 

Renowned artist, Tesfaye Urgessa, who 
represented Ethiopia at the Venice Biennial, 
recalled in an interview with ArtReview, “Bisrat 
Shibabaw…laid the foundation for my painting 
skills and instilled in me the discipline to pursue 
them. They (Bisrat and Mezgebu Tesema) 
were my major influences … serving as my first 
gateway into the world of painting….” 

King of Charcoal, Prince Merid Tafesse states, 
“Bisrat is one of the most profound Ethiopian 
artists of our time, uninhibited, curious and 
confident in her application of various media 
and subject matters. My wife, Dr. Desta and I are 
proud to present her work at Moa Anbessa A.S.G.”  

Bisrat’s self-titled solo exhibition is on view from 
Friday, November 1 - Sunday, November 3 in 
the “SALON SERIES 2017/2024” hosted at Moa 
Anbessa Art Studio Gallery (A.S.G.) in Kazanchis.

Please text 0927 357957 or email dymcethiopia@
gmail.com for more information.
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Behind Sunrise tells the story of the bright, 
positive and ferociously determined, Sarah Belay, 
a sixteen-year-old Ethiopian girl with big dreams. 
She wants to travel to Europe to pursue the arts. 
However, her family is dead set against it. 

She hears the man who drives her to school talk 
about human smuggling, and a few weeks later, 
she leaves her home to embark on a journey that 
dramatically changes her life. 

BEHIND 
SUNRISE
by Elsabet Ademe 

Based on factual events of the 
dangerous journey of human 
trafficking.
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With little information from her transporters, 
Sarah travels the perilous off-road paths toward 
Sudan in the care of suspicious and increasingly 
cruel men. The battle for survival brings out the 
worst in some, and the incredibly good in others 
as a bond forms between some of the travelers. 

Arriving in Sudan, Sarah finds work and saves 
money for what she believes is the most 
dangerous leg of the journey - the long trek 
through the Sahara Desert and into Libya. The 
passage, however, is a nightmare far worse than 
anything she could have imagined. 

Abandoned by the smugglers in a vast 
barrenness, the friends hire a local Libyan 
smuggler to get them to Tripoli. Instead, he takes 
them to the middle of the desert and into even 
more life-threatening dangers. 

About the Author
Elsabet Ademe was born in Bahir Dar. As a 
teenager, she embarked on the most dangerous 
journey of her life - traveling the treacherous 
smugglers' route toward the West. Travelling 
as an illegal immigrant, she lived and worked in 
several countries to save money towards making 
it to the United States. Persistence made that 
dream come true. She became a U.S. citizen and 
established a career in acting, writing, producing 
and casting.

Available from Amazon and 
www.goodreads.com/
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BAZAAR

The Diplomatic Charity Bazaar is an annual event 
that unites local and international communities 
in their efforts to raise funds for charitable 
activities in Ethiopia and it attracts thousands 
of visitors. Organized by the Diplomatic Spouses 
Group Ethiopia (DSGE) in cooperation with 
Prologue, the Bazaar showcases diverse cultures 
while promoting solidarity with Ethiopia’s 
vulnerable populations.

The Bazaar is a fun day for the whole family in 
a safe and secluded space. Whether you are 
Ethiopian, Expat or just on a visit, and whether 
you want to enjoy some traditional food and 
drinks from all over the world, do your Christmas 

THE DIPLOMATIC 
CHARITY 
BAZAAR: A 
CELEBRATION 
OF GIVING AND 
CULTURE

NOVEMBER 16, 2024 @UNECA
10:00 AM – 4:00 PM
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shopping, get inspired by upcoming Ethiopian 
business initiatives, or just meet with friends, enjoy 
live performances, and have your kids have a 
blast, it’s the right place for you.

The event features large tents with embassies 
selling traditional handicrafts, artwork, clothing, 
food, drinks, and more, and NGOs promoting their 
organizations and selling their products.

There is a large food and drink court equipped 
by some of the Bazaar’s sponsors with plenty of 
space to sit down and enjoy the entertainment, 
and to chat with friends, and embassies 
selling food and drinks from all over the world. 
Performances such as traditional dances and live 
music further enrich the atmosphere.

Mulu Village – Sustainably and Socially Yours 
promotes local, sustainable products and social 
enterprises. And children get to have fun in the 
Kids Area with plenty of entertainment.

All proceeds from the Bazaar support local 
organizations in health, education, and poverty 
alleviation, as well as empowering women, 
children and differently abled.

Months of preparations go into organizing the 
Bazaar with diplomatic missions, NGOs, sponsors 
and volunteers all working together. As one of 
Ethiopia’s most anticipated charitable events, the 
Diplomatic Charity Bazaar is a powerful symbol 
of global cooperation and generosity, making a 
lasting impact on those in need.
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HOT MUSIC TABLE - 2024
   September 10 - October 09, 2024

HOTTEST TRACKS Radio TV Total
Plays

THIS DATA IS GATHERED BY A 24/7 
AUTOMATED RECORDING & ANALYZING AI 
SYSTEM FROM 35 TV & RADIO STATIONS.

THE TRACK NEEDS TO BE PLAYED AT LEAST 
40% OF THE TOTAL LENGTH OF THE MUSIC.

THE TRACK NEEDS TO BE PLAYED ON AT 
LEAST 3 OR MORE STATIONS.

A SINGLE STATION SHOULDN'T 
ACCOUNT FOR MORE THAN 33% 
OF THE TOTAL NUMBER OF PLAYS.

THERE WERE MORE THAN 14,095 TOTAL 
MUSIC PLAYS ACROSS THE BROADCAST 
MEDIUM FOR THIS WEEK.

BROUGHT TO YOU BY - OMNIMEDIA ETHIOPIA

ON CALcULATING THE HOTTEST TRACKS

1
2
3
3
4
5
6
7

263 318 581

133 66 199

43  65 108

98 10 108

89 15 104

72 28 100

9545 50

92 1 93

8177 4

56 23 78

79

Irreecha
Kemer Yusuf

Meskel Yibir
Abeba Desalegn

Be Addis Amet Addis Kelem
Esubalew Yetayew

Sodo
Tesfaye Taye

Tsigereda
Tewodros Tadesse

Zemale
Addis Mulat

Bilillee
Andualem Gosa

GOBE
Rophnan

Demama
Dawit Tsige

Endet
Michael Belayneh

And Qal
Michael Belayneh

Duumessaayee
Jambo Jote
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78 0

48 30 79
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HOTTEST ARTISTS 

Kemer Yusuf

Dawit Tsige

Lemelem Hailemichael

Rophnan

Abeba Desalegn

Neway Debebe

Veronica Adane

Michael Belayneh

Abdu Kiar

Tewodros Tadesse

263 318 581

368 18 386

215 53 268

241166 75

161 45 207

133 66 199

178 10 188

122 44 166

146 12 158

138 10 148

Radio TV Total
Plays

 THE ARTIST NEEDS TO BE PLAYED 
ON AT LEAST 4 OR MORE STATIONS.

A SINGLE STATION SHOULDN'T ACCOUNT 
MORETHAN 33% OF THE TOTAL NUMBER 
OF PLAYS.

CALcULATING THE HOTTEST ARTIST






