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5 WHAT’S NEW

Welcome to the February issue and Happy Valentines Day! 
We profile a wonderful new design gallery called Zig Zag 
Space  and we celebrate 25 years of Aladdin Restaurant 
and their delicious Armenian and Mediterranean cuisine! 
We also highlight two new apps - Teraki an audio platform 
in multiple Ethiopian languages and our very own soon to be 
launched Whats Out Addis magazine app! 
Enjoy the issue and have a great month.

Team What’s Out 

MANAGING DIRECTOR: RAHEL BERHANE ARAYA  

ART DIRECTOR: ABREHAM MOGES

SENIOR CONTRIBUTOR: ARABELLA STEWART

DIGITAL MEDIA CONSULTANT: SAMIRA SAADI

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF: TADELECH TESSEMA

ESTABLISHED IN APRIL 2009

PUBLISHED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PROLOGUE BCW.  

WHAT’S OUT! ADDIS IS REGISTERED WITH THE MINISTRY OF  

TRADE AND INDUSTRY UNDER LICENSE NUMBER 04.  

GRAPHIC DESIGN BY WHAT’S OUT OMNIMEDIA.

PRINTED BY ACON PRINTING PRESS

PROLOGUE BCW IS A PRIVATE LIMITED COMPANY 

REGISTERED WITH THE ADDIS ABABA CITY ADMINISTRATION 

TRADE BUREAU UNDER BUSINESS LICENCE NUMBER KK/

AA/14/706/7205/047/2013

P.O. BOX 5790, ADDIS ABABA,  

T: +251 11 5582200

WWW.WHATSOUTADDIS.COM



Architecture ● Interior 
Design ● Gallery ● Arts 
● Crafts

ZIGZAG 
SPACE.

FEATURE STORY

ZIGZAG space is a new must-
see location in Addis 
Abeba. The gallery opened 
recently and is a center for 
the arts and crafts world. 

A variety of creative outputs have come together 
to create the space. ZIGZAG space reflects over 20 
years of hard work and the work of many people. 

The space showcases a collection of paintings that 
heavily feature vibrant colors, geometric lines, 
patterns, and shapes. The paintings cross between 
the traditional Ethiopian and African arts inspired 
by the contemporary painting style. Ethiopian tilet, 
sifet, tattoos, and crosses have inspired many 
pieces.

Much of the furniture utilized to fill the space has 
also been designed and crafted by the team. The 
pieces follow the entire space’s crafty approach 
and encourage users to think out of the box. The 
centerpiece of the arts and crafts center is the 
bamboo dome. The structure, designed and built 
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in-house, creates a space within the space for people to 
interact.
As a living portfolio, the space showcases the studio’s wide 
range of products and services. The gallery also offers 
to host events and gatherings related to the arts and 
creative worlds. 

The space has a complex array of arts and crafts, and its 
unique composition of architectural elements is a must-
see. Photos can do no justice to the intricate beauty of 
the items featured and the symphony they create when 
they are composed. Going through ZIGZAG space is an 
experience in and of itself. It can be viewed multiple times 
and still discover something new each time. This iconic 
destination invites you all to visit located at Bisrate Gabriel, 
in the International Tennis Club building on the Third floor. 

Phone: +25191012764 / +251911237010
Email: destaalebel@gmail.com 
Twitter: @zigzag_space 
Instagram: @zigzag_space 
Location: https://goo.gl/maps/JUUhAusSgtXGh6ry6 
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E
ach year the World Tourism Organisation 
publishes a list of the finest, most-
sustainable and most intriguing small 
settlements to visit across the globe 
In 2022, a total of 32 villages from 18 
countries across the five world regions 

were awarded the recognition. The accolade 
recognizes rural destinations that are embracing 
tourism as a driver of development and new 
opportunities for jobs and income, while preserving 
and promoting community-based values and 
products. The initiative also recognizes villages for 
their commitment to innovation and sustainability in 
all its aspects – economic, social and environmental 
– and a focus on developing tourism in line with the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

A total of 136 villages were put forward for 
consideration by 57 UNWTO Member States (each 
Member State could nominate a maximum of three 
villages) for the 2022 edition. From these, 32 were 
recognized as Best Tourism Villages by UNWTO.

A further 20 villages will enter the Upgrade 
Programme. All 52 villages will also become part of 
the UNWTO Best Tourism Villages Global Network 
created in 2021 which from this date gathers 115 
villages from the five continents. The Network 
provides a number of benefits including onsite 
and online training, sharing of good practices and 
international brand recognition and awareness.

CHOKE 
MOUNTAINS 
ECO VILLAGE; 
ONE OF BEST 
TOURISM 
VILLAGES.

WHAT’S NEW
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The ‘Best Tourism Villages by UNWTO’: Recognizes 
villages that are an outstanding example of a rural 
tourism destination with accredited cultural and 
natural assets, that preserve and promote rural and 
community-based values, products, and lifestyle 
and have a clear commitment to innovation and 
sustainability in all its aspects – economic, social and 
environmental. Choke Mountains Ecovillage, Ethiopia 
came in at number 11. 

Choke Mountain is the third highest mountain in 
Ethiopia, located 300 km northwest of the capital, 
Addis Ababa. This ecotourism village has developed 
sustainable land management and is promoting solar 
energy, biogas and waste management. The local 
farming community in this village lives in harmony 
by adapting the ideology of Mulu ecovillage which 
promotes fair trade tourism, sustainable tourism 
development, sustainable culture and nature 
conservation.  Additionally, the village aims to establish 
a strong community-based tourism approach by 
coordinating and hosting regular community events.

The village people have the knowledge and equipment 
to produce a range of natural goods including honey, 
beer, medicinal herbs, vegetables, coffee etc. for the 
locals, tourism providers, and visitors.

SOURCE: World Tourism Organization (UNWTO).
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RESTAURANT REVIEW

CONGRA-
TULATIONS 
TO ALADDIN 
RESTAURANT 
CELEBRATING 
25 YEARS.

F
rom the early days until the present, 
Aladdin has been satisfying customers 
both old and new with its delicious 
array of dishes primarily Armenian 
and Mediterranean but also offering 
Lebanese, Middle Eastern and Greek 

cuisine. Aladdin has been delighting customers 
whether vegan or meat eaters because there is 
something on the menu to suit everyone’s palate. 

This cosy welcoming restaurant with indoor and 
outdoor seating in Bole has a feeling of being a 
family establishment which is exactly what it is. 
Tamar Kevorkian is Ethiopian Armenian and the 
owner of Aladdin Restaurant which she opened with 
her sister Kohar and mother Araky Kevorkian. 

Tamar as well as her parents were born and raised 
in Addis Ababa. Her parents and grandparents 
were part of the established and well respected 
Armenian community who were involved in a range 
of different businesses across the city. During 
the military regime in the 1970ies however, many 
Armenians left the country but the Kevorkian family 
remained and have been instrumental in preserving 
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the Ethiopian Armenian community. 
There are so many delicious foods on offer at Aladdin 
that it is hard to choose The lunch time meze (including 
hummus, tabouleh, babaganoush, labneh and tzatziki) 
meal is always very popular. In fact if you want, you 
can make a whole meal from just choosing from a 
selection of varied starters. For a more substantial 
meal, meat lovers can choose from traditional kebabs 
both meat or fish or chicken or marinated lamb and 
spicy meat balls. Dolmades are tasty and individually 
wrapped vine Leaves with a minced meat and bulgur 
wheat filling.  Five years ago Aladdin began serving 
brick oven pizza which has been extremely popular 
ever since. 

“The best restaurant in African continent” is what one 
Trip Advisor has rated Aladdin 
So if you have not yet discovered Aladdin, it is 
definitely time to do so this year!

Bole Japan Road, Addis Ababa
+251 92 992 3492
Follow them on Facebook 
aladdinrestaurantplc@gmail.com
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ENVIRONMENT

E
thiopia, the second most-populous country 
in Africa, is trying to create a green culture 
to win the fight against climate change, the 
country’s Prime Minister has said. At Abu 
Dhabi Sustainability Week, Abiy Ahmed said 
his country was one of the most vulnerable 

to climate change, but it was “doing its part” to mitigate 
the effects. He said green jobs had been created across 
the country through different environmental initiatives. 
“We are committed to living in a sustainable and 
climate-resilient Ethiopia for the new generation,” said 
PM Abiy Ahmed. “Doing so entails taking bold action 
now and instilling a green culture as we go along.” 

Ethiopia’s Green Legacy initiative has helped create 
more than 750,000 jobs — mostly for women and young 
people — since 2018. The initiative has helped plant 25 
billion seedlings within four years, equal to removing 
64 million gasoline-powered cars from the road for 
one year. “The Green Legacy initiative, therefore, is our 
bold action, which has created national awareness on 
climate change and enabled the creation of green jobs 
and is making a positive impact on our surrounding 
environment,” said Mr Ahmed. “Our initiative will 
certainly contribute towards removing the equivalent 
of hundreds of millions of tonnes of carbon dioxide from 
the atmosphere and reduce deforestation.”

Despite Africa’s vulnerability to climate change, as a 
region it contributes the least amount of emissions. 
The State of the Climate in Africa 2021 report showed 
that rainfall patterns are being disrupted across the 
continent, glaciers are disappearing, and key lakes are 
shrinking. Plus rising water demand, combined with 
limited and unpredictable supplies, could intensify 
conflict and displacement. “Although we are at the 
mercy of high emitters, we are nevertheless committed 
to do our part,” said Mr Ahmed. “In this regard, Ethiopia 
has developed its long-term net-zero and climate-
resilient 2050 strategy, which will enhance our ability to 
plan for decarbonisation of the economy.”

Source: www.thenationalnews.com

ETHIOPIA 
AIMS TO 
CREATE 
‘GREEN 
CULTURE’.
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The project is available on all major 
streaming and download platforms, 
with the video of the song ‘Abanenegn’ 
also out. The five-track EP combines 
retro Ethiopian sounds with a dash of 
the modern and incorporates traditional 

instruments like the kirar and masinko. It is also fused 
with West African musical elements. The album was 
produced by Girum Mezmur and Ethiopian artist 
Alemayehu Demeke contributed to the song writing.

The release is a collection of ebullient music set to 
capture the hearts of many. The enthusiasm Belay 
injects makes the offering highly listenable. Belay’s 
style is in many respects similar to that of Aster 
Aweke and Hamelmal Abate, but it is the strong 
influences she has borrowed from traditional Amharic 
singing techniques that make her music unique.

ETHIOPIAN 
SINGER 
SINTAYEHU 
BELAY HAS 
RELEASED 
HER DEBUT 
EP. 
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The first female singer signed to the Muzikawi 
record label, in May last year, Belay first came 
into the limelight during the auditions for the Fana 
Lamrot music competition.

Belay was born and raised in Raya Kobo in the 
Amhara Region of Ethiopia where she attended 
primary and high school before moving to Dessie 
where she earned a bachelor’s degree at the 
Dessie College of Teachers Education. Belay’s love 
for music started at an early age. After losing her 
eyesight when she was only 15 months old, music 
became her main companion, but it was not until 
her family’s landlord heard her singing that he knew 
she was a star in the making. He asked her to join a 
local traditional music group called Fana Raya and 
the rest is history.

SOURCE: Music In Africa
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FOOD

Two 
tech innovators 
have created a 
diverse online 
audio platform 
for amplifying 
Ethiopia’s 

tradition of storytelling. The company’s name is 
Teraki, the Amharic word for storyteller, and its two 
founding entrepreneurs, Nahom Tsegaye and Abel 
Engida are developing audiobooks and podcasts 
in various Ethiopian languages including Amharic, 
Tigrinya and Afaan Oromoo, mostly written by 
popular Ethiopian authors. They’re hoping to expand 
their company’s global reach with a recent financial 
and technical investment by Renew Capital. So far, 
Teraki has 38,000 users listening to everything from 
novels, self-help books and children’s literature to 
podcasts on tech, entrepreneurship, interpersonal 
relationships, spirituality and current affairs. They 
have also developed some 80 podcasts on many of 
those same topics, and about half of them are run 
like talk shows. 

According to UN World Population Prospects 2022, 
Ethiopia has a population of 120 million, of which 70% 
is under the age of 30. The Ethiopian government 
estimates that there are an additional three million 
Ethiopians living abroad.  This provides Teraki plenty 
of room for expansion.  Teraki knows the diaspora is 
as Ethiopian as their compatriots living in the mother 
country, and they are confident their company can 
strengthen those connections, while reinforcing 
the linguistic and cultural identities of Ethiopian 
immigrants and expatriates, especially children 
enrolled in schools without their home languages. 
“It’s a really exciting project because we’re planning 
not only to shine a light on these local talents, but 
also trying to reach out to this global community” 
said Engida. As such, Teraki’s technology platform 

RENEW 
CAPITAL 
INVESTS IN 
ETHIOPIAN 
AUDIOBOOK 
AND 
PODCAST 
COMPANY 
TERAKI.
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represents a wonderful opportunity to bring this 
massive Ethiopian community together to preserve 
its storytelling traditions while generating modern 
conversations.

The entrepreneurs began the project in 2019 with just 
$2,000, using those funds to recruit Ethiopian voiceover 
and acting talent to record narrations of some of their 
nation’s most popular books. As of November, the 
platform had an estimated 38,000 users listening to 
everything from novels, self-help books and children’s 
literature to podcasts on tech, entrepreneurship, 
interpersonal relationships, spirituality and current 
affairs.

“Our generation is highly and increasingly dependent on 
technology, and Ethiopian youth are increasingly using 
Teraki to understand different current affairs and define 
our place in this world,” said co-founder Nahom Tsegaye. 
“The youth really don’t have that connection with their 
elders and those storytellers,” said co-founder Abel 
Engida. 

Teraki says over half of its more than 80 podcasts also 
create opportunities for Ethiopians to create a greater 
sense of community through online conversation. “We 
wanted to give a platform to everyone to discuss what 
it’s like to experience feminism, sexism, relationships and 
other topics and what they mean in our own context,” 
said Engida.

https://terakiapp.com/
Renew Capital is an Africa-focused impact investment 
firm bringing together for-purpose investors, blended 
finance partners and African entrepreneurs to 
accelerate the growth of Africa’s private sectors with 
offices in Ethiopia, Kenya, Nigeria, Rwanda and Uganda.
connect@renewcapital.com
www.renewcapital.com 
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TRAVEL

NEWYEAR 
NEW 
DESTINATION: 
CHEBERA 
CHURCHURA 
NATIONAL 
PARK .
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Text and Photos by
© Michael Metaferia
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Watching herds of elephants 
roaming free in the dense 
palm forest, standing in front 
of groups of cape buffalo 
grazing on the vast grasslands, 
listening to the sounds of 

hippos grunting, deep in the swamps: Chebera 
Churchura alone is a testimony that Ethiopia could 
become a preferred destination for wildlife safaris 
once again. 

From the beauty of Bulo and Bahi Lakes, to the 
powerful Barbo WaterFalls, from the natural palm 
forest that resembles the Caribbean, to the heart-
stopping big game wild animals, a true paradise 
for nature seekers awaits visitors right here in the 
heart of south western Ethiopia’s Dawro Zone, Konta 
Woreda.

Bold adventurous rangers like Ute and Ashagre 
work tirelessly with love and passion to make sure 
that every visitor that comes to the park does not 
return without being able to closely observe the 
wildlife of the park.

Not in words, even using the art of photography, 
which is dubbed “a picture is worth a thousand 
words”, it is impossible to express the beautiful 
blessings contained within Chebera Churchura 
National Park.

Last month, I spent five days in this earthly paradise: 
immersed in its nature, face to face with buffalos 
and elephants, admiring Konta’s beautiful culture, 
promising to visit again soon, and I left half my heart 
there. 

For those who love wild animals, admire nature, and 
love beautiful cultures, I say, “You haven’t lived if you 
haven’t been to Chebera Churchura.” 

Text and Photos by
© Michael Metaferia
instagram.com/michael.metaferia
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HEALTH

PROFESSIONAL 
NURSING 
HOME YOU 
CAN TRUST. 

Grace Nursing Home is a long-term care facility 
licensed by the government that offers 24-hour room 
and board and health care services, including basic and 
skilled nursing care, rehabilitation, and a full range of 
other therapies, treatments, and programs.
Grace Nursing Home has been thoughtfully designed 
to provide you or your loved one with high-quality 
assisted living care.

Grace Nursing Home provides short or long-term care 
and treatment plans to help you recover from hospital 
stays related to surgery, illness, injury, disability or 
aging.
For those living with memory impairment, Alzheimer’s, 
or dementia, Grace Nursing Home offers a carefully 
crafted memory care program.

Grace Nursing Home is a comprehensive residential 
living provider offering a comforting and specialized 
home environment for clients with Parkinson’s Disease 
and other movement disorders.

Phone : +251 95 499 1190
Phone : +251 96 703 4242

አድራሻ፣
ከአያት አደባባይ ወደ 49 በሚወስደው መንገድ
200 ሜትር ገባ ብሎ (ዞን 6)
2VFH+9P, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
200 meters from Ayat Square to Road 49 (Zone 6)
2VFH+9P, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
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THE SECOND 
SESSION OF 
THE VII EDITION 
OF THE WEEK 
OF ITALIAN 
CUISINE. 

FOOD

An annual event held in more than 100 
countries featuring Italian food traditions, 
promoting the Made in Italy brand and 
Italian food excellence, 
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The 
Italian Embassy 
in Addis Ababa 
and the Italian 
Trade Agency are 
honored to launch 
the second session 

of the VII Edition of the Week of Italian Cuisine in 
the World, an annual event held in more than 100 
countries featuring Italian food traditions, promoting 
the Made in Italy brand and Italian food excellence, 
with thefirst sessions successfully concluded from 14th 
to 20th November 2022.

Therefore, as part of the actions aimed at promoting 
Italian culinary traditions, the Embassy of Italy in 
Ethiopia, in collaboration with the ICE/ITA and Alma 
(international culinary school) intends to organize 
a master class Chef training for selected Hotels, 
Restaurants and culinary schools listed below:

- Sheraton Hotel (Stagioni Restaurant)
- Marriott Hotel (Pepper & Spice Restaurant)
- Belvedere Restaurant
- Sapore Restaurant
- Andiamo Pizza And Pasta Restaurant
- Vaccari Italian Restaurant
- The Food Boutique
- Kuriftu Resorts 
- Dok Restaurant
- Bettucci Ristorante & Pizzeria
- Vaccari Ristorante e Pizzeria

Culinary Schools:

- Escoffier Hotel Training Institute
- Culinary Institute of Ethiopia (CIE)
- Catering and Tourism Training Institute (CTTI)
- Holistic Empowerment for Development Training 
Center

This session, sets out to create a unique menu that 
blends the traditional flavors of Italian cuisine with 
available Italian ingredients in Ethiopia. The Chefs 
will show how the Italian cuisine can be harmonized 
perfectly with available local products, creating an 
unforgettable dining experience.

From 2-12 February, the participating Restaurants/
Hotels will serve the menu’ developed during the 
master class training for their clients.
This event is a celebration of the culinary arts and 
an opportunity for chefs to learn from the best in the 
industry.

We are confident that this training will not only 
enhance the skills of the chefs but also contribute to 
the promotion of our culture through the 
culinary arts.

Looking forward to enjoying the delicious creations 
that will be prepared by Alma chefs and the Hotels/
Restaurants, we take this opportunity to thank the 
Italian and Ethiopian companies that bring flavors, 
technology and tradition of Italy to Ethiopia every day 
and that with their products, have contributed to the 
realization of the Week of the Italian Cuisine 
in Ethiopia.
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BREAK-
THROUGH 
TRADING S.C. 
PROVIDES 
CONSULTANCY 
AND TRAINING .
I

ndividuals and businesses can innovate faster, 
execute with more discipline, and collaborate 
more effectively for long-term impact and 
growth for themselves and society with 
Breakthrough Trading S.C. which was founded 
in 2012 E.C. by the GENUINE team. The 

organization is dedicated to creating a genuine, 
healthy, and affluent society and to fostering and 
maintaining positive attitudes in people’s beliefs, 
habits, and productivity. They serve clients from 
all over the world, including government offices, 
NGOs, social and entrepreneurial institutions, 
manufacturing businesses, educational institutions, 
and individuals, from their Addis Ababa 
headquarters. With over fifteen years of experience 
in the industry, they enhance human potential 
through applied knowledge, best practices and 
a positive mindset building a visionary, genuine, 
healthy and wealthy generation. 

Successful Journey is the package in Level one. 
It’s designed to create increase awareness  that 
helps people to live their desired lifestyle knowing 
their purpose; setting their dreams, goals and 
action plans in line with their vision, and using their 
powerful subconscious mind.

Habit Building success depends on your attitude 
towards yourselves, lives, and surroundings as well 

NEWS
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habits. This training helps trainees to build silent time 
while taking into consideration the process of change and 
personal discipline so that individuals can build success 
paradigms and habits.

Success depends on understanding of natural laws; your 
belief system towards yourselves and your environment, 
as well as the extent to which you use your mental 
capacity. This Subconscious Program training helps to 
build your belief positively by re -programming your 
minds for your desired purpose/goal.

Every big dream is achieved through high level leadership 
and team work ability. This Leadership and Team Building 
training creates leaders that are team players and 
influencers.

Breakthrough products are designed for people who 
are looking for the means to achieve their goals and/or 
for those who would like to solve their life problems and 
yet have failed to do so. If you have unachieved goals 
no matter how big or vast, Breakthrough will enable 
you to break through your critical mind, reprogram your 
subconscious mind and achieve your conscious goals.

contact info
Bole Medhanyalem
Alemnesh Plaza 6th FLOOR
+251930020395
https://www.alphagenuine.com

Successful Journey is the package in 
Level one. It’s designed to create increase 
awareness  that helps people to live their 
desired lifestyle knowing their purpose;
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WE ARE
OPEN FOR
BUSINESS  

 SCAN HERE

Find out more about our 
solutions for your business

Further Ahead Together




